
 

 

 

 

 
Ministry That Makes A Difference 
 
Acts 9:32-42 
32 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he also came down 
to the saints who dwelt in Lydda. 33 There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had 
been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the 
Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who dwelt 
at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 
 
36 At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This 
woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did. 37 But it happened in 
those days that she became sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in an 
upper room. 38 And since Lydda was near Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was 
there, they sent two men to him, imploring him not to delay in coming to them. 39 Then Peter 
arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought him to the upper room. And all 
the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which Dorcas had made 
while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And 
turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw 
Peter she sat up. 41 Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the 
saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and 
many believed on the Lord. 
 
PETER WAS GOD’S MAN! 
 

1. Peter got involved (vs. 32-33) 
 

2. Peter emphasized Christ (vs. 34-35) 
 
“If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, 
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen”  1 Peter 4:11 
 
“let him who boasts, boast in the Lord”  2 Corinthians 10:17 
 

3. Peter was available (vs. 36-39) 
 
Dorcas: Gazelle   
 
“God is not looking for ability. God is looking for availability”. –DL Moody 
 

4. Peter prayed (vs. 40-42) 
 
POINT: Missed prayer leads to missed opportunities. 
 



5. Peter was without prejudice (vs. 43) 
 
“The significance of this is that a tanner’s place of business was anathema to a fastidious Jew.  It was 
highly unpleasant and smelly, and animals were slain there.  Tanners were ostracized and had to live 
50 cubits outside of town.  Rabbinical law stated that if a betrophed woman discovered her fiancé was 
involved in tanning, she could break the engagement”  -R. Kent Hughes 
 
"In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality." Acts 10:34 
 
"to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some. Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with 
you.” 1 Corinthians 9:22-23 


