
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Forgotten Practice of Church Discipline 
 
Scripture: Titus 3:9-15 
 
“When discipline leaves a church, Christ goes with it.” –John L. Dagg 
 

1. Shouldn't Christ deal with sin, not the church? 
 
“For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are 
inside?  But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.”  
1 Corinthians 15:12 
 
“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what 
will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?” 1 Peter 4:17 
 

2. Who is a problem person in the church? // vs. 9 
 

a. Consistently foolish 
 
“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise.” Proverbs 12:15 
 

b. Consistently divisive 
 
“Verse 9 had become a national pastime in Israel, which led to widespread hypocrisy among the 
religious elite.  Sadly, it has become the national pastime for many in the church today.” –Chuck 
Swindoll 
 

3. What is the process of church discipline? // vs. 10-11 
 
“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he 
hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 
‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And if he refuses to hear 
them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen 
and a tax collector. “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on 
earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where 
two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:15-20 
 
Steps to Restoration: 
 

1. Go by yourself and confront that person. 
2. Take 1-2 people with you. 
3. Go to the pastor of the church and allow the church leaders to bring it before the church.  

 



MAIN POINT: The goal of discipline is not REMOVAL.  The goal is discipline is RESTORATION. 
 
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:1-2 
 
POINT: If PBC is going to be a healthy church with healthy leaders making healthy disciples, we need 
each other! 


